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Services rendered have never been paid by
reciprocity! But we forget the pleasure experi-
enced at the moment when it was possible for us
to oblige the sister-soul. That is the supreme
reward of the act.

II. The ancients took into account the import-
ance of friendship for the better operation of the
government. According to Aristotle, friendship
is even superior to justice for, "suppose," he
tells us, "that men are united by friendship, there
would be no need of justice; but supposing them to
be just, there would still be need of friendship."
According to Horace, nothing is comparable,
in the judgment of the sage, to an agreeable friend.
"Even the shadow of a friend," Menander sang,
"renders man happy."

Montaigne, whose friendship for La Boetie was
most touching, cries, in speaking of the man who
was dearer to him than his glory and his life:
"I would certainly have more willingly trusted
myself to him than to myself/7

Montaigne also relates this pretty anecdote of
classical friendship:

Eudamidas, a Corinthian, had two friends, Charix-
enus and Areteus. On his death-bed, being poor,
Eudamidas made his will thus:

"I bequeath to Areteus to feed and support my